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done, and that is my common consuetude when any-
thing pierceth or toitcheth my heart Call to your
mind what I did standing at the cupboard at
Alnwick. In very deed I thought that no creature
had been tempted as I was ; and when I heard
proceed from your mouth the very same words
that he troubles me with, I did wonder and from
my heart lament your sore trouble, knowing in
myself the dolour thereof." * Now intercourse of
so very close a description, whether it be religious
intercourse or not, is apt to displease and disquiet
a husband ; and we know incidentally from Knox
himself that there was some little scandal about
his intimacy with Mrs. Bowes. " The slander and
fear of men," he writes, " has impeded me to exer-
cise my pen so oft as I would ; yea> very shame
hath holden me from your company, when I was
most surely persuaded that God had appointed me
at that time to comfort and feed your hungry and
afflictedsouL God in His infinite mercy" he goes
on, " remove not only from me all fear that tendeth
not to godliness, but from others suspicion to judge
of me otherwise than it becometh one member to
judge of auot/ier."2 And the scandal, such as it
was, would not be allayed by the dissension in
which Mrs. Bowes seems to have lived with her
family upon the matter of religion, and the counte-
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